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subject, so that he had a bath prepared for him, into
which he got towards the end of the morning.

Alberoni, not satisfied with what he had already
done, came himself to the Due de Saint-Aignan's, in
order to persuade Louville to depart at once. Despite
the representations made to him, he insisted upon pen-
etrating to the sick-chamber. There he saw Louville
in his bath. Nothing could be more civil than the
words of Alberoni, but nothing could be more dry,
more negative, or more absolute than their significa-
tion. He pitied the other's illness and the fatigue of
his journey; would have wished to have known of this
journey beforehand, so as to have prevented it; and
had hoped to be able to overcome the repugnance of
the King of Spain to see him, or at least to obtain per-
mission for him to remain some days in Madrid. He
added that he had been unable to shake his Majesty
in any way, or to avoid obeying the very express order
he had received from him, to see that he (Louville)
departed at once.

Louville, however, was in a condition which ren-
dered his departure impossible. Alberoni admitted
this, but warned him that his stay must only last as
long as his illness, and that the attack once over, he
must away. Louville insisted upon the confidential
letters, of which he was the bearer, and which gave
him an official character, instructed as he was to ex-
ecute an important commission from the King of
France, nephew of the King of Spain, such as his Maj-
esty could not refuse to hear direct from his mouth,
and such as he would regret not having listened to.
The dispute was long and warm, despite the illness